LITHUANIAN PRESIDENT SIGNS ALCOHOL CONTROL LAW. Algirdas Brazauskas has signed the 
controversial alcohol control law passed by the Seimas in April, BNS reported on 15 May. The law provides for 
stricter rules on liquor sales and bans the advertising of alcohol on television, radio, and newspapers. Under the 
new legislation, the sale of alcohol exceeding 100% proof as well as home-made beer and wine is banned and 
no alcohol may be sold before 11:00 a.m. Only one liquor license can be issued per 1,000 residents in urban 


areas and per 500 in rural districts. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


WORLD BANK HELPS FINANCE BALTIC SEA CLEANUP. The World Bank on 17 May announced that 
it will join the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the European Investment Bank, the Nordic 
Environmental Finance Corporation, and Nordic Investment Bank in financing seven projects, costing $240 
million, to clean up the Baltic Sea, Reuters reported the next day. Lithuania and Latvia will undertake two 
projects each and Estonia, Russia, and Poland one each. The projects are part of a broader, long-term initiative 


that will focus on 132 trouble spots and cost an estimated $1 billion. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 
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MOSCOW PRESSURES LITHUANIA ON CHECHEN INFORMATION OFFICE. Knuckling under to 
Russian pressure, the Lithuanian government directed the city of Kaunas to close the Chechen Information 
Center that had opened there May 15, BNS reported May 18. Opposition leader Vytautas Landsbergis sharply 
criticized Moscow for its efforts to close the center, pointing out that Russia's objections to the spread of 


information "shows where the actual system of that country is going." 


RUSSIAN GENERALS BELIEVE NATO WOULD DEFEND BALTS. A survey of Russian generals 
suggests they believe NATO forces would mobilize five divisions if Moscow threatened to use force in the 
Baltic countries to defend ethnic Russians there, Nezavisimaya gazeta reported May 17. As in 1990 when the 
Soviet general staff had decided, long before the Soviet political class did, that the Balts would regain their 


independence, Russia's generals appear to be looking further into the future than are their political masters. 
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